
 

A More Light Presbyterian Congregation 

joyfully welcoming people from all walks 

of life, acknowledging the differences of 

race, ethnicity,  sexual orientation, gender 

identity, and disabilities. We celebrate all 

people as children of God.   

12th Sunday After Pentecost  
August 28, 2022  

 

Gathering for Worship  

reminds us of God’s Holy 

Breath that breathed us to life 

and is an occasion for us to 

share the love of God. 

 

Call to worship: Call to 

Worship inspired by Psalm 

63:1-2, Isaiah 55:1-3 written 

by Ann Sidall 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn 315: In this 

simultaneously-created text 

and tune, the author/

composer was seeking to 

incorporate imagery from both 

Native American and Hebrew 

spiritual traditions.  Also 

included is the mythological 

phoenix which had received a 

Christian interpretation as 

early as the first century.  

 

Prayer for Reconciliation: 

written by Ted Loder; 

Guerrillas of Grace/Prayers 

For The Battle 

 

God Calls Us to Gather 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude            Pathetique Piano Sonata, 2nd Movement         Beethoven   

Call to Worship 

Liturgist:   Only the hungry search for bread. Only the thirsty look for water. 

All:   This is a place for those who are hungry and thirsty in spirit. 

Liturgist:  Only those who ache for meaning will pursue it. Only those who 
 yearn for a deeper life will seek it. 

All:  This is a place for those who ache and yearn for something 
 more. 

Liturgist:  So let us come here today with our hunger and thirst, our 
 unsatisfied longings, our heart-felt yearnings, 

All:  and let the God of life satisfy our souls. 

Hymn 315       In the Midst of New Dimensions                   (stanzas 1,2 & 3)  

Journey of Reconciliation and Healing 
Call to Reconciliation 

Prayer For Reconciliation  

Pastor:  Gracious and Holy one, I come to you full of much that clutters 
 and distracts, stifles and burdens me.  Empty me now of gnawing 
 dissatisfactions, of fretful preoccupations, of nagging prejudices, 
 and of the arrogance of being right.  

All:   Empty me of the ways I unknowingly think of myself as 
 powerless, as a victim, as determined by sex, age, race, as 
 being less than I am, or as other than yours.  
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Pastor:  Empty me of the disguises and lies in which I hide myself from 
 other people and from my responsibility for my neighbors and 
 for  the world.   
All:  Hollow out in me a space in which I will find myself, find 
 peace and a whole heart.  

Pastor:  Now hear our silent prayers….  
 
Sung Response        (sing twice) 

Words of Reconciliation  

Passing the Peace of Christ 

Hymn 315              In the Midst of New Dimensions           (stanzas 4 & 5) 

God’s Written and Spoken Word 
Prayer of Illumination 

Reading of Scripture                                                         Psalm 17: 1-7 

God, I plead for a just cause! Listen to my cry! Turn your ear to my 
prayer, for my lips are free from untruth. Prove my integrity— let your 
eyes see what is true! You search my heart; you visit me by night. You 
test me and find nothing wrong. I determined that my mouth wouldn’t sin!  
And as for my actions, because of the word you spoke to me, I was able 
to avoid a path that leads to violence. I kept my feet firmly on your road, 
and my steps never faltered. Now I am the one calling to you— and you, 
O God, will answer me. Turn your ear to me and hear my prayer. Show 
me your steadfast love— and your great strength. 

Small Talk 

Special Music                 This Little Light of Mine              arr. Mark Hayes 

                                Heera Ghorashi and Alice Groome   

Reading of Scripture                             Matthew 14: 13-21 

When Jesus heard about the beheading (of John, his cousin), he left 
Nazareth by boat and went to a deserted place to be alone. The crowds 
heard of this and followed him from their towns on foot. When Jesus 
disembarked and saw the vast throng, his heart was moved with pity, 
and he healed their sick. As evening drew on, the disciples approached 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Talk—For all those 

young at heart we provide a 

small talk, a brief,  informal re-

telling of scripture, or 

explanation of worship or 

aspect of the faith journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jesus and said, “This is a deserted place and it is already late. Dismiss 
the crowds so they can go to the villages and buy some food for 
themselves.” Jesus said to them: “There is no need for them to disperse. 
Give them something to eat yourselves.” “We have nothing here,” they 
replied, “but five loaves and a couple of fish.” “Bring them here,” Jesus 
said. Then he ordered the crowds to sit on the grass. Taking the five 
loaves and two fish, Jesus looked up to heaven, blessed the food, broke 
it, and gave it to the disciples, who in turn gave it to the people. All those 
present ate their fill.  The fragments remaining, when gathered up, filled 
twelve baskets. About five thousand families were fed.  

Sermon                   Leftovers                    Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

Responding to God’s Word 
Speaking our Commitments 

Affirmation of Faith             (The Confession of 1967/The New Life) 

…the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to all, moves people to 
respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and initiates the new 
life in Christ.  

The new life takes shape in a community in which people know that 
God loves and accepts them in spite of what they are.  They 
therefore accept themselves and love others, knowing that no one 
has any ground to stand on except God’s grace.  

The new life does not release people from conflict with unbelief, 
pride, lust and fear.  They still have to struggle with disheartening 
difficulties and problems.  Nevertheless, as they mature in love and 
faithfulness in their life with Christ, they live in 
freedom…..confident that the new life is pleasing to God and 
helpful to others.  

Pastoral Prayer and the Prayer of Jesus  

Holy Love in heaven, who is with us, blessed be your name.  
May your way of loving be a reality here on earth.  
Let us share our bread with those who hunger.  
Let us learn to forgive as well as receive forgiveness.  
Help us through times of temptation.  
Lead us to holy innocence, beyond the evil of our day.  
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy:  
Forever your name is All in One. 

Hymn 695                     Change My Heart, O God  
                       (Piano 1

st
 time, Pastor 2

nd
 time, All 3rd time) 

Benediction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Jesus: paraphrase 

of prayers written by Parker 

Palmer and Manny Santiago.  

 

 

 

Hymn 695: The central 

image of the potter and the 

clay in this text comes from 

Isaiah 64:8 (and there is a 

similar reference in Jeremiah 

18:1–6), while the petition for 

a changed heart is similar to 

Psalm 51:10. Such readiness 

to do God’s will is a 

significant feature of the 

spiritual life.  







 Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

8:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

Guest Wifi Password:  

Ohchurch 

 
 

Sacrament of Communion 

served on the 1st Sunday  

of each month. Session 

Class of 2023 

David Prescott 
Lorene Gilman 
Barbara Bennet 

 

Class of 2024 
Art Farnum 

Betsy Phillips 
Carol Petters 

 
Class of 2025 

Sharon Eaton 
Glenn Losch 
Dianna Lease 

Clerk of Session – Betsy Phillips 

Elder for Spirituality & Care – Alice Groome 

President of the Board of Trustees –   

         Barbara Bennet 

Director of Music – Bob Helsabeck 

Pianist – Heera Ghorashi 

Office Coordinator – Alison Walter 
   

2116 Ocean Heights Avenue 

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234 

609.788.0271   office@ohchurch.org         

www.ohchurch.org        
 

Ministers: The Entire Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 
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Heart and Soul  Begins a  

New Season on September 13th
 

Having enjoyed a season of Bible Study 

accompanied by The St. John’s Bible 

illustrations, Heart and Soul is shifting 

gears. We will be reading “Short Stories 

by Jesus” by Amy-Jill Levine. The subtitle 

says it all “the enigmatic parables of a 

controversial Rabbi”! The book is 

available in paperback and kindle from 

the usual sources. For those who dislike 

smallish print you might want to try 

Kindle; you can download Kindle for PC 

or for iPad so you do not need a kindle 

reader. Then you can make the print suit 

your eyes. Amy-Jill Levine is the 

University Professor of New Testament 

and Jewish Studies, the E. Rhodes and 

Leona B. Carpenter Professor of New 

Testament Studies and Professor of 

Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity 

School and College of Arts and Science in 

Nashville. As a group we encountered Dr. 

Levine in our studies with The St. John’s 

Bible and decided we wanted to read 

more of her insights concerning the 

parables.  Grab your book and start 

reading the Introduction and Chapter 1 

and join us on September 13th at 10am in 

the Meeting Room. (Please come even if 

you have not finished the reading.) 

Judy Kohatsu 

WHO WE ARE -  A GLOSSARY 

Adult Education – Classes offered after 

worship and other scheduled times. 

After Worship Fellowship – Refreshments 

and fellowship following worship. 

Bible Study—meets at the Church on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at 10 am. All 

are welcome. 

Choir—Leading vocal/instrumental music for 

worship – rehearsal every Thursday at 7 

pm. 

Circle of Caring – Members offering acts of 

care and compassion for one another. 

Community Events Hospitality – Planning 

for dinners and other activities. 

Earth Care Task Force –Providing 

education and support of the church’s role 

in environmental stewardship.  

Equal Exchange – Ongoing mission project 

to support small farmers and producers, 

products for sale monthly.  

Good Day to Sew – Sewing with a purpose, 

schedule to be announced. 

Heart and Soul – Reflection and 

conversation, open to anyone, meets on 

the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month @ 

10am at church or Zoom. 

Liturgist – Assist with worship leadership, 

sign up sheet on clipboard in Sanctuary. 

Mission & Social Justice – leading the 

church in mission and social justice.  

Mutual Ministry -Offering support and 

guidance for personnel matters..  

Property and Finance – Caring for the 

church property and finances.  

Sacrament of Communion –Communion 

celebrated on the first Sunday of each 

month. 

Session – Governing council of the 

congregation served by the pastor and 

ordained elders. 

Welcome Hosts – Greeting people as they 

enter the sanctuary on Sunday.  

Worship/Music/Arts – Planning for 

worship.   



Come Join Us…... 

A celebration to say goodbye to Pastor 
Spencer and Alice Groome is planned for 
September 7th. It will be held at the 
Greate Bay Country Club in Somers Point 

from 5pm until 9pm.  

 
There will be a buffet dinner and dessert and a credit 
card only “Cash Bar”. The cost will be $50 per person. 
 
This is the last week to buy your ticket for the dinner. 
If you would like to attend, please RSVP to  

Betsy Phillips to hold your spot. 

The Mission and Social Justice 
Committee would like to thank 
everyone who contributed to our 
backpack collection for the Egg 
Harbor Township schools.   

We collected 37 
backpacks, some 
of them already 
filled, along with 
many of the 
requested school 
supplies.   

All of these items will be delivered 
to the schools before the students 
return.     

            MONTH AT A GLANCE 

8/28     Birthday Fellowship 

 

8/28      RSVP and Checks Due for      

    Celebration Dinner 

 


